CHAPTERIII

" CHRISTIAN " KABBALAH

Ailf nothing else, the term 6convert, 6 as a
cautiously, in view of the concealed Judai
continuedf or ¢ e B tElizabeth Billing, The Jewish Religion: Its

Influence Today

The roots of the Kabbalah areancient Babylon where the southern kingdom of Judah was exiled in 586
B.C. Although the Babylonian captivity was limited to 70 years, ongnanant of Jews chose to return to
Israel while the vast majority remained in Babylon, many preferring material comfort to the difficult task
of rebuilding and resettling Jerusalem. No doubt there were those who also desired liberation from the
restrictionsof the Mosaic Law. Over the centuries, Jews from Babylon returned to Israel bringing with
them the Babylonian mystery tradition which became an oral tradition taught to succeeding generations of
Jews. In 70 A.D., the nation of Israel was again judged &y &d carried captive to Rome whence the
Jews were dispersed throughout what is now Europe.

After the destruction of the Temple, the center of Jewish religion shifted to Rabbinic authority. It was
during the Middle Ages that the rabbis compiled ¢hal traditions of Babylon in various books which
became the Kabbalaldaving rejected the God of Israel who sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem them,
the dispersed Jews came under the baleful influence of famous Talmudists and Kabbalists such as Rabbi
Isaac Luria (15342), who taught the doctrine of redemption as @aaunion with an impersonal deity,

Ein Sof and its first ray of lightadam gadmaon

AUnder L ur i a dikkun isnglisst teeangperationse on the one hand, the
ingathering of the divine sparks that had fallen...; on the other hand, the ingathering of the
holy souls imprisoned and subject to the -#aam,...the negative of the primordial man,
adam gadmonwho is encontered in the domain of holinesé.(Marc-Alain Ouaknin,
Mysteries of the Kabbalalp. 201)

Rabbi Luria alsataught the Jews to view their exile as a messianic mission to accomplish their own
redemption as well agkun thefiper f ect i ng ¢éJewshe worl do by

AThe entire nation of | srael has a speci al f
tikkun, bringing each thing to its rightful place; it has a duty to recover and assemble the
sparks dispersed to the four corners of the earth. Consequketlewish people must be
exiled to the four corners of the earth. Exile is not mere chance, but a mission whose aim
is repair and O6sorting.d In fact,doffepair i s
separating good from evil, with the aim of the totalessapion of the domains of the holy
and the impure, which became mixed together at the original breakage and the episode of
the fruit of the Garden of Eden.

AThe children of | srael are completely preoc
ofthespark§ not only in the places where their fee
but also within the cosmic exile into which they have been thrown internally, and which
they gradually bring to an end through their actioflarc-Alain Ouaknin,Mysteries of
the Kabbalahp. 203)
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THE RENAISSANCE

In his history ofThe Occult Undergroundlames Webb described the Renaissance as a steady

stream of occult traditions flowing into Christian Europe during the 15th and 16th centuries.

i. ..t he gr @hdistiaa IEurdpé aob writingsnot actotally alien spirit to that of

the Establishment greatly assisted the collapse of that Establishment during the period of

the Renaissance and Reformation. The Eastern Empire is one obvious direction from

which some suchmiormation could come. Everyone is taught that the Turkish capture of

Constantinople sent scholars scurrying to the West in time to add their contribution to the

revival of free intellectual speculation in Italy. There was another chink in the papal

armor;and one which was much more frequently penetrated. This was the Arab world to

the south of the Mediterranean, with its contacts with Sicily and especially with Spain...
A...riding on the ba ePlatonism anid othersuchk dootrinése , had cc

with their origins in the systems of thought which Christianity had conquered in the first

few centuries after Christ. ...besides the intellectual position ofMEonism, there

arrived in Europe those more spectacular symptoms of the océuttasliiond alchemy,

astrology, and magic. These attained the relatively exalted height they achieved during

the Renaissance partly because of the association dfehmeticawith Nec-Platonic

currents of thought which carried with them the intellectual prestife Gr eek anti qui ty

(Webb,TheOccult UndergroundOpen Court Press, 197%). 209-211)

It was during the Renaissance tliae Jewish Cabala merged with the occult Traditions that were
inundating Western Christendom

Al so swept up duasiretigiousshougia eak the great dewishf body of

mystical speculation known as the Cabala, one of the chief sources of later occult

tradition. A composite body of knowledge alien to that approved by the Christian
Establishment was, therefore, to haviten the Establishment hold on Europe was finally

broken during the great c¢crisis o0Xl1)t he Renai ssa

During the Middle Ages, large numbers of Jews converted to Christianity, either under coercion as
AConver sos o0asori MarlTheailattegsiveyd baptized with the intention of infiltrating the
Church, and the clergy, and thereby subverting the Christian religion with false doctrine.

i And iassimilatioreof Jewish Cabalistic teaching into the framework of @imis
mysticism on the one hand, and occult Tradition on the othes, role played by
converted Jews was of the greatest importarfides first Jewish convert to occupy
himself with the Cabala was Abner of Burgos, who about 1320 became Christian under
the name of Alfonso of Valladolid.He contrived to identify the Cabalistic personage of
Metatror® who is said to sit at Gd@sl right hané with the person of the Son in the
Trinity. In Renaissance attempts to derive support from Traditional knowledge for the
Christian position, this form of identification was continued. For example, Pico della
Mirandola decided that the three high&sfirotld Kether, representing the Supreme
Diadem, Hokmah, wisdom, and Binah, understamilinguld be equated with the Father,
theSm, and t he (Webb p.228host . . . O

Leading Cabalistsuch advarsilio Ficino, Pico della MirandolaJohn Reuchlirand Cornelius Agrippa
were funded by the wealthy Medici family which established a Platonic Academy at Florence. Sponsored
by the powerful Medici, who also contributédur popesbetween 1513 and 1605, the relatonist
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scholars turned Catholic converts and priests, conspiredfiltrate the Vatican andmanaged to sell
Jewish occultism to the Catholic hierarghyy 6 Chr i s6i an Cabal a

Aln 1462, Cosimo de Medici gave [Marsili o] F
teach Platonic philosophy, and a manuscript ofHbemetta to translate which he had
received two years earlier from a monk who brought it from Macedonia... Of native
Italian Hermeticists, the most notable were Pico della Mirandolo and the remarkable
Giordano Bruno.
AiBruno was bur ned f,and Piboiwss aHome time condemnedo ct r i ne s
Their mutual inspirer, Ficind who turned priest in 143had conceived dflermes and
Plato as aids to persuading those to religion who would not accept ScriptureTdlisne
reasoning appears eventually to be endorgedhé Church in the case of Pico, who
joined to his Her me6and coacottecha unitsal systemi ian Cabal ¢
which Cabalistic ideas played a considerable part. Although condemned by a tribunal,
Picas synthesis was rehabilitated in 1493 by Aledter VI, whose recognition of the
Cabalist as a loyal son of the Church seemed to give some authority @ Risiion. It
should be remembered in this context tisattus IV (Pope, 14784) had himself
translated seventy Cabalistic books into Latd t h a't the concept of t h
Cabaléwas not peculiar to Italian thought. Reuchlin, the foremost Orientalist of his time,
and author of the first Hebrew grammar, came nearest in success to the attempt to
transform the Cabala into Christian philobgp although his pupil Widmanstadt
considered ewi sh tradition as 6éa Tr @jan Horse intro
ABut the Hermeticists and Cabalists of the R«
orthodoxy. Agrippa stoutly protested what his contemporaresidered his doubtful
Catholicity... Magic even penetrated to the papal closet. Pope Urban VIl a firm believer
in astrology,...used to irritate his cardinals by predicting the dates of their deaths... the
renegade Dominican Tonmaso Campanella...medtmagic; and it seems fairly certain
that he and the Pope were closeted together...taking measures against a dangerous eclipse
of the moon that XaAnuary. o6 (Webb, pp. 220

Although the occult traditions which flooded Europe borrowed elements of Jewish mysticism, the Cabala
provided a coherent system of esoteric knowlatigé has maintained its preeminence among occultists
to this day.

i. .. While the daahknbwn eleet backnto d80@ B.C., the dasis of
ritual magic is contained in a collection of papyri originating in Egypt in the same period
as saw the birth and elaboration of alchemy and the Hermetic writings. Such magical
procedures are founded on elabera¢remonies for conjuring up spirits and compelling
them to work the magici@s will. While the idea of hierarchies of demons was given
some countenance by the Netatonists, the chief debt of the ritual magician is to Jewish
mysticism... In the Middle §es treatises like th€estament of Solomagive magic an
explicitly Jewish origin...

n. .. The Jewi sh geni us for complicated met arf
provided occultists with some of their most erudite Traditional sources of inspiration. The
Cabala, itself a Jewish word for Tradition, embodies these sources. For the history of
European occultism two Cabalistic books are important: the early (3rd to 6th century)
Sefer Yetsirahthe Book of Creation; and the later (late 13th centBefier HaZohar, the
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book of Splendor, probably writte(Mebby Moses d:¢
pp. 21617)

Assigning numerical values to the letters of the Hebrew alphabet was the scheme devised by the Cabalists
to invent an extraordinary system of Gnostpeculation. This hypothetical pathway to union with the
Godhead was illustrated in the Cabalistic AiTree o

AnOf the |l ong and complicated story of Jewish
here that an important element is twrespondence between the letters in the Hebrew
alphabet and a numericalvaluand t hat on this typically 6occu
has been erected an amazing framework of speculation.

i. .. Ther e ar &Sefiottdsetsea forces, qualifeort thee relements of

creatio® which in combination form the whole world. The concept was elaborated,

particularly by the 13th centuZohar, into a mysticism by which the adept could ascend

toward the Godhead by, as it were, absorbing into his being thigiegi of all the

Sefiroth in sequence. These supposed elements of creation can be drawn

di agrammatically. The adept was supposed to wo
another until, having achieved full mystical knowledge of the whole of creatien

achieved knowWebldppe21@9 God. 0O

One ploy of the se al | ed AChristian Cabalistso of t he Ren:
Godhead using the five upper sephiroth on the Cabalistic Tree of Life, which forms a pentBgram.

inserting the Hebrew letter Shin, which stands for 8ftak the female Holy Spirit, into the
Tetragrammat on ( YHVH) , they produced YHShVH or
androgyne. 0 Thus, they deceptively reasoned, the
used by the Catholic hierarghto prove the divinity of Jesus Christ to those who would not accept
Scripture:

Ailn the Jewish kabbalistic tradition, whi ch
pentagram represents the five upper sephiroth on the Tree of Life... Christian Kabbalists
of the Renaissance were especially enamored of the pentagram, which they viewed as a
mystical proof of the divinity of Christ to them, it symbolizedChrist as the Holy
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Spirit manifest in the flesh. A favorite gematric feat was to add the Hebrew $itier
(symbolizing fire and the holy spirit of pentecost) to the Biblical four letter name of God
( YHVH, mo st commonly [and incor YHSOhMH}F vy ] pronou
Y6heshua,. or Jesus
AiTher e ar e many connections bity.L VWlkee n t he p e
pentagram was associated with the five wounds of Christ, and because it could be drawn
in one continuous movement of the pen, the Alpha and the Omega as one. It was also an
expression of a secret Gnostic heresy, found hidden here and theghtubChristian
history - a symbol of Isis/Venus as the secret goddeske female principle. The most
notable instance of this symbolism is in the Arthurian Grail romances, which are Gnostic
and kabbalistic teachings disguised as tales of knightly quésts ( F i gAlternative& 2 ) (
Religions http://altreligion.about.com/library/weekly/aalOOlOZa.)ltm

Fig. 2

The &6 mo de& demoB@ibation oflthe goddéssas understandable once Dan Brown went into

particulars concerning the deviant sex rites of apostate Judaism which simulateecthelsb e d fAsacr

marriageo between AJaho and hd FempleAoeotdiag taTleda or t , S
Vinci Cdever si on of the Tetragrammat on, Jehovah is tl
Havah, t heir uni on AJehovaameé froimavhich YHWAHrderizedltowiase n t an

this blasphemy which the medieval Catholic Church condemned ag&leret

A...early Jewi sh tr dndthetTenptesno lesEarlylJewe d r i t ual
believed that the Holy of Holies in Solonm@srnTemple housed not only God but also His
powerful female equal, Shekinah. Men seeking spiritual wholeness came tntpéeTo
visit priestessed or heroduled with whom they made love and experienced the divine
through physical unionThe Jewish tetragrammaton YHWHOS the sacred name of
Godd in fact derived from Jehovah, an androgynous physical union between the
masculine Jahand the prei Hebraic name for Eve,Havah.
AOFor the 6eangdolhexkphai ned iruseafsexdof t voice,
communicate directly with God posed a serious threat to the Catholic power base. It left
the Church out of the loop, underminitigir selfproclaimed status as the sole conduit to
God. For obvious reasons, they worked hard to demonize sex and recast it as a disgusting
and sinful act. Other major religions did the samelhe Da Vinci CodeAnchor Books,
2006,p. 309)

Dan Brownomt ted to mention the specific Biblical C O
performed by the elders in the Temple of Solom®he book of Ezekiel spares the reader explicit details

of the base immoralities that accompanied the worship of Tamitme@ZSun god; they are simply called
Afabominationso and fAperversenesso which polluted
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that Tammuz, who was worshipped by the Jewish women, was the Babylonian analogue of Adonis, who
represented the Swrhich the Jewish elders worshipped by facing toward the east with their backs to the
Temple:

fiThen said he unto me, Son of ma n , i ft up t hi
lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold northatattte gate of the

altar this image of jealousy in the entry He said furthermore unto me, Son of man,

seest thou what they do? even tgeat abominations that the house of Israel

committeth here, that | should go far off from my sanctuary? but turn theeajat agd

thou shalt segreater abominations Then he brought me to the door of tae of the

LORD's housewhich was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for

Tammuz. Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn tlagmipet

and thou shalt see greater abominations than these. And he brought me inteethe

court of the LORD's house and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD,

between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their vaaid to

the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east;they worshipped the sun

toward the east Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light

thing to the house of Judah that they commit the abominations which theyitdoena?

for they have filled the land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger:

and, |l o, they put Etekidd branch to their nose. o0

These abominations were so vile and offensive that God, in a watershed event, departed from His Temple
and turned the kingdom of Judah over to the invading Babylonians.

AfAnd the LORD said unto hi m, Go through the m
Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and thatlkctlyefor

abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And to the others he said in mine

hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have

ye pity: Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come

not rear any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at

the ancient men which were before the house. And he said unto them, Defile the house,

and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And they went forth, and slew in the

city. And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and | was left, that | fell upon

my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in

thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem? Then said he unto me, The irofuftg

house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, and the land is full of bloatieasity

full of perverseness for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, and the LORD

seeth not. And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will pityvieut | will
recompense their way dul@on their head. o (Ezekie

The centrality oftheso al | ed fisacred marriageo in the Jewish |
The Holy Kabbalatby the famous Rosicrucian, A. E. Waite, creator ofgbpular Rider Waite Tarot

Deck, the major Arcana of which is based on the meanings of the Hebrew letters as defined in the
Kabbalah

iTo go back to the beginning, Kabbalism dat e
Judaism. What are the distinguishingddeof Kabbalism? It is first of all a theory of
emanations. (6degenerative moni s mo it i s cal

Godhead fills and contains the universe. To become active and creative, God emanated

ten sephirothor intelligences. A specigdrominence is given to one of these emanations,

who functions ag female principle in the Deity demiurge and a term to creation. This

is the final emanation, Malkuth the Queen, the physical manifestation of Deity in the

universe.She is thought of aa Divine Woman, the Bride of God (like the Shakti of

Shivg . Finally, the O6inner most secretsodé6 of t he
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